
Minutes for Regular Called Meeting 
Pope County CUSD #1 

Board of Education 
J. H. Hobbs Memorial Library 

April 15, 2021 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by Board President Hogg and the 

following members were present: Walker, Aly, Wallace, Simmons, and Hogg; via 

Zoom, Kizziar. Schuchardt was absent. 

 

A motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Aly to approve the agenda. Roll 

call vote: all ayes. 

 

Mr. Fritch read the election results provided by County Clerk, Ms. Connie Gibbs. 

A motion was made by Walker and seconded by Simmons to adopt and ratify 

election results of April 6, 2021 Consolidated Election. Roll call vote: all ayes. 

 

President Hogg appointed Bronwyn Aly as President pro tem. 

 

Adjourn sine die at 7:04 pm. 

 



The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm by President pro tem Aly and the 

following members were present: Walker, Aly, Wallace, Simmons, and Hogg; via 

Zoom, Kizziar. Schuchardt was absent. 

 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Simmons and seconded by 

Walker. Roll call vote: all ayes. 

 

President pro tem Aly asked for nominations for the office of president. Wallace 

nominated Jeremy Hogg. Hearing no further nominations, the nominations for 

the office of president are closed. Jeremy Hogg, being the only candidate 

nominated for the office of president, the chair hereby declares him elected by 

acclamation and directs the secretary to so record in the minutes.  

 

President Hogg asked for nominations for the office of vice president. Wallace 

nominated Bronwyn Aly. Hearing no further nominations, the nominations for the 

office of vice president are closed. Bronwyn Aly, being the only candidate 

nominated for the office of vice president, the chair hereby declares her elected 

by acclamation and directs the secretary to so record in the minutes. 

 



President Hogg asked for nominations for the office of closed session secretary. 

Wallace nominated Kathy Simmons. Hearing no further nominations, the 

nominations for the office of closed session secretary are closed. Kathy 

Simmons, being the only candidate nominated for the office of closed session 

secretary, the chair hereby declares her elected by acclamation and directs the 

secretary to so record in the minutes. 

 

President Hogg asked for nominations for the office of WOVSED Board 

Representative. Simmons nominated John Wallace. Hearing no further 

nominations, the nominations for the office of WOVSED Board Representative 

are closed. John Wallace, being the only candidate nominated for the office of 

WOVSED Board Representative, the chair hereby declares him elected by 

acclamation and directs the secretary to so record in the minutes. 

 

A motion to appoint Margie Bowman as Treasurer was made by Walker and 

seconded by Wallace. Roll call vote: all ayes. 

 

A motion to appoint Paula Baker as Secretary was made by Simmons and 

seconded by Aly call vote: all ayes. 

 



A motion to adopt/reaffirm the Board of Education Meeting Schedule was made 

by Aly and seconded by Walker. Roll call vote: all ayes. 

 

A motion to affirm Board Member Code of Conduct/Ethics was made by Wallace 

and seconded by Simmons. Roll call vote: all ayes. 

 

A motion to adopt existing Board of Education Policies was made by Simmons 

and seconded by Walker. Roll call vote: all ayes. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Simmons and seconded by Wallace. Roll call 

vote: all ayes. Meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:12 pm by Board President Hogg and the 

following members were present: Walker, Aly, Wallace, Simmons, and Hogg; via 

Zoom, Kizziar. Schuchardt was absent. 

 

Motion was made by Wallace and seconded by Walker to approve the agenda. 

Roll call vote: all ayes. 

 



Motion was made by Simmons and seconded by Wallace to approve the consent 

agenda including the following: 1) Approve Minutes of Board Meetings on 

3/18/2021; 2) Approve Closed Session Minutes; 3) Approve Bills for Payment; 4) 

Accept Financial Reports; 5) Accept Resignation of Laura Hosfeldt as High 

School Scholar Bowl Sponsor; and 6) Accept Retirement of Kathryn Jolly as 

Individual Aide. Roll call vote: all ayes.  

 

At this time President Hogg recognized the Girl Scouts and Troop Leader, Talina 

Ryder. The girls addressed the Board asking for permission to install a Gaga 

Ball Pit on the playground at the elementary. This will be made of composite 

material so no upkeep and is portable. The girls have raised the money through 

their cookie sales and will cover all costs. The girls explained this will give 

students other activity options on the playground, provide exercise, and is just 

fun to play. The Board thanked the girls and was impressed with their 

presentation; told the girls to keep up the good work and will be looking forward 

to the new addition on the playground.   

 

Under Administrative reports, Mr. Blankenship reported the following; 1) Letters 

concerning possible retentions have been mailed. Mailed 19 letters; more than 

ever have in the past. Some students can still be promoted if they get their 

grades up; 2) Aimsweb Spring screenings will start on April 19th; 3) The 

Stewartship program through the Dixon Springs Ag Center will be done virtually 

this year during the week of April 19-23. Member Aly added that they wanted to 



keep it going and have 30 classes enrolled, which is around 600 students. The 

budget was funding locally so they only had $1,000, which was spent on making 

hands-on activity kits for the students to complete to go along with videos for the 

students to watch in their classrooms; 4) The Spring Pre-School screenings will 

be done on Friday, April 23rd; 5) The 8th grade Graduation will be on May 14th at 5 

pm; 6) Our Jr. High Lady Pirates basketball team played in the Regional 

Tournament Championship tonight, lost by 2 points. Both boys’ and girls’ teams 

played in the GEC tournament this year; 7) Current numbers: 308 in-person 

(91%) and 31 remote (9%); and 8) Current Enrollment: 339 as of April 14th.  

 

Mr. Graves reported on the following: 1) The new digital marquee sign will be 

installed April 29th that the Hometown Heroes purchased; 2) The SAT was given 

on the 13th. The make-up session is the 27th; 3) Art Club is participating in a 

virtual sidewalk chalk competition on the 26th; 4) NHS hosted a blood drive 

today; 5) Baseball and Softball have started and are playing a late season; 6) 

Rehearsals for Frozen are underway; 7) 161 new books were purchased for the 

Library under the Library Book Selection Service Endowment Fund; 8) FFA has 

resumed competitions; 9) Choir is competing in state level music organizational 

contest; 10) Award/Scholarship Recognition Day for Seniors is May 4th; 11) 

Science Club will be canoeing down the Cache River May 6th; 12) Spring musical 

is the evening of May 6th at 6 pm; and 13) Enrollment: 166, E-Learning: 20, 

Packets: 19. 

Member Walker left meeting at 7:19 pm and returned at 7:21 pm. 



 

Mr. Fritch distributed a handout of the ESSER grants and reported the following: 

1) ESSER 1: $147,027. We are in the process of spending these funds down. We 

have purchased PPE supplies and COVID related items, paid the nurse salary 

and benefits, and Chromebooks; ESSER 2: $575,713. This grant was submitted 

and approved today. We will be replacing the HVAC system in the high school 

gym; which will include demo of the old units and construction for the new units, 

finish the replacement of doors and windows in the elementary, replace ten 

other windows at the elementary and one at the high school that needs to be a 

fire rated window in the ag shop, and purchase more Chromebooks. ESSER 3: 

$1,292,343. We are looking to purchase new buses, activity bus, driver’s ed 

vehicle, and replacement of some high school doors. $300,000 has to be spend 

on learning loss and recovery. We have been talking with the teachers about 

starting an after-school tutoring program beginning next year. ESSER 3 will be 

open July 1 and will have until 2024 to spend the funds. Total allotment of ESSER 

funds will be $2,015,083; 2) American Rescue time has been extended. Everyone 

starts fresh with 80 hours of COVID time beginning April 1 through September; 

3) There are some House Bills in the making that are gaining some attention. 

There is a four bill package that deals with student grooming and the definition 

of what that is that certain groups are trying to fight. There are 24 curriculum 

mandates which include the proper use of cannabis and history of Spanish 

language. There is another house bill that would force consolidations of schools. 

This would make counties with multiple school districts consolidate into one 



larger district. Another house bill mandates the instruction of sex education in 

all grades K-12; and 4) Our Governor is looking to put 350 million in the 

evidence-based funding formula for schools, which is gaining support from the 

Black and Latino Caucuses.     

 

Motion to enter closed session for the purpose of personnel performance, 

procedures, and employment was made by Wallace and seconded by Simmons. 

Roll call vote: all ayes. Board entered closed session at 7:46 pm. 

 

Motion to return to regular session was made by Wallace and seconded by Aly. 

Roll call vote: all ayes. 

 

Under New Business, Mr. Fritch explained the need to rebid trash removal due 

to the rejection of the bid. He, along with Tim Threlkeld, recommended 

acceptance of the bid from Raben Tire for tires. A motion to rebid trash removal 

was made by Wallace and seconded by Simmons. Roll call vote: all ayes. A 

motion to accept the bid from Raben Tire for tires was made by Wallace and 

seconded by Walker. Roll call vote: all ayes. 

 

Mr. Fitch explained the Consolidated District Plan is approved annually as part 

of GATA requirements for our federal grant funding. Motion to approve the 

Consolidated District Plan was made by Walker and seconded by Wallace. Roll 

call vote: all ayes. 



 

Mr. Fritch stated the administration has been discussing graduation/promotion 

ceremonies since they are allowing 25% capacity for indoor events. We can 

have the ceremonies in the high school gym with approximately 300 people in 

attendance. We would live stream the ceremonies as well. Each graduate would 

have a set number of guests and have to turn in a list of attendees, which would 

be marked off the list as they enter the building to help with contact tracing. We 

would have seating sections for each family and follow all guidelines in place. 

The other option would to have it outside like last year. The parade will still take 

place after the ceremonies. After some discussion with the Board, all agreed to 

proceed with indoor ceremonies for both 8th grade and high school ceremonies. 

 

Member Walker asked how the E-Sports club was going. Mr. Fritch stated they 

had their first meeting last week during Club Day and had a good turnout of 

interested students. 

 

Mr. Fritch stated Pope County has not had a volleyball team since the 1970’s. He 

added there has been much interest from students and parents to start a 

volleyball program. We are the only school in the conference that does not have 

a volleyball team. He distributed a cost sheet of what volleyball would cost the 

district to start at the Jr. High and high school levels. Mr. Fritch stated he spoke 

with our BSN rep to get the figures for equipment and uniforms, $8,000. Salary 

for Jr. High and high school would be $4,480. Home match games would cost 



roughly $3,900 and away travel costs would be roughly $2,000. Total initial cost 

would be $18,300 not including painting lines on the gym floor or install of net 

post sleeves into the gym floor. He explained the timing of the seasons; for high 

school, practice starts August 9th with regionals October 25-28, and for Jr. High 

practice starts when Jr. High basketball ends with regionals March 15-17. Mrs. 

Amber Hall addressed the Board with her interest in starting the program and 

willingness to coach both teams. After some discussion, the Board agreed to 

start volleyball for Jr. High and high school girls in the 2021-22 school year and 

requested Mr. Fritch to include it in the next budget. 

 

Mr. Fritch stated our 12-year-old lawnmower is overheating and costing several 

hundreds of dollars to repair. He recommended trading and getting pricing on 

two commercial grade mowers. The Board asked if he would have prices at the 

May meeting. 

 

Under Old Business, Mr. Fritch discussed the issue with the letter to PSIC 

Insurance regarding our intent to bid, which they would not accept. He stated he 

has made some phone calls and we will get bids well in advance for next year. 

We will seek other insurance for 2022-23 SY. PSIC increased our insurance rate 

by $30,000 for this year. 

 

With no further business to be discussed, a motion was made by Simmons and 

seconded by Wallace to adjourn the meeting until the next regular meeting to be 



held on Thursday, May 20, 2021 at 7:00 pm in the J.H. Hobbs Memorial Library. 

President Hogg adjourned the meeting at 9:17 pm.   

 

____________________________  ____________________________________ 
Jeremy Hogg, President   Paula Baker, Secretary 
Board of Education   Board of Education  


